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NGO Call to Action - Somalia Conference, London 2013 

NGOs welcome increased international engagement on Somalia and the Somalia Conference is an 
opportunity to shape positively Somalia’s future.  NGOs also recognize and welcome the achievements the 
Somali Federal Government has made to provide a foundation for progress and change in the last 8 months.  
Sustainable progress in security, justice and accountability in Somalia, building on gains already made, 
continues to be the shared goal.  However, this will only be realized if the Somali Federal Government, with 
the proactive, ongoing support of the international community makes, and fulfils, commitments to address 
fundamental challenges directly affecting Somali people.  

The voices of communities within Somalia must be at the centre of discussions and actions agreed in London 
should be measurable and accountable. 

SECURITY:  Rights, Accountability and Peace Building 

The complexities of politics and conflict in Somalia are enormous and each region has its own specific 
dynamics.  Peace building efforts by the Federal Government and the International Community should be 
long term, draw from past experiences, and be context specific and impartial.  The Federal Government 
should take ownership of and be accountable for ensuring the security of Somalis.  Somalia’s international 
partners and neighbours must aim to support the priorities of the Somali people and governments in 
security and peace building and help develop them as appropriate.  

 Donors supporting Somalia’s security sector should insist on the implementation of proper command 
and control structures within security forces that help foster adherence to international humanitarian 
and human rights law.  

 Donors should insist on and monitor civil society participation in the design and oversight of security 
forces.  Furthermore, they should encourage a transparent, civilian led vetting process of recruits joining 
security forces. 

 Donors should insist on, support and monitor the setting up of a sustainable independent public 
complaints facility on misconduct of security forces. 

 AMISOM should be supported to set up, implement and sustain a Civilian Casualty Tracking Cell 
(CCTARC) at the earliest opportunity.  In accordance with resolution 2093, AMISOM should immediately 
establish a permanent, transparent oversight mechanism to systematically and transparently investigate 
and address allegations of misconduct by its troops. 

 Under the leadership of the UN Special Representative of the Secretary-General, the UN Human Rights 
Due Diligence Policy (UNHRDDP) on Somalia should be operationalized and fully implemented; ensuring 
robust monitoring mechanisms are in place to increase accountability of support to AMISOM, the Somali 
National Armed Forces and allied entities.  

 The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) should enhance its technical 
assistance to the Somali Government and sub national authorities, and significantly strengthen its own 
human rights monitoring, investigation and reporting capacity.  OHCHR should report, publicly to the 
Security Council, on human rights and humanitarian law violations. 

 Donors to Somali security forces should require the implementation of the action plan agreed with the 
United Nations on ending the recruitment and use of child soldiers. 

 



 

 

JUSTICE:  Protection, Access and Empowerment 

Concrete sustainable action should be taken to strengthen Somalia’s justice systems and structures to 
effectively uphold human rights, ensure justice for survivors and hold violators accountable.  

 Donors should require and support the training of armed forces to address gender sensitivity, 
protection, and justice in security operations. 

 Donors should push for a Somali Human Rights Commission to be speedily established, as stipulated in 
the provisional constitution, and adequately support it to monitor human rights within the country and 
investigate allegations of human rights violations. 

 Donors should insist on the Somali government to concretely acknowledge, improve, and where possible 
act on protection concerns as conditions for their funding.  

 A justice environment that is able to effectively address sexual violence must be fostered. Due respect 
and support should be given to working with traditional legal systems in preventing gender violence.  
‘Bottom-up’ as well as ‘top-down’ initiatives should explore how survivors access justice at local levels 
and ensure that legal interventions are harmonized with essential service provision for sexual violence.  
The G8 Preventing Sexual Violence Initiative and the promised deployment of assistance through the 
office of the UN Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence should support 
these approaches. 

 The  new  UN  Mission  in Somalia should develop a comprehensive and mission-wide  approach  to 
protecting civilians involving civil affairs, human  rights,  child protection, and women protection 
components,  drawing  on  specific  reference  to  the need for PoC in UNSC Resolution   2093. 

 

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT:  Needs and Accountability 

The push by the Federal Government and the international community to establish better financial 
accountability mechanisms is welcome.  However, to ensure that actors at all levels are ethical and held 
accountable for their conduct, broader efforts will be necessary.  Aid accountability to beneficiaries should 
be given equal priority to the accountability given to donors.  All aid stakeholders (the Federal Government, 
UN, NGOs and Donors) should transparently share their means of accountability. 

 The 2012 Somalia and Eritrea Monitoring Group (SEMG) report highlights system‐wide pervasive 
impunity, aid diversion and wide‐spread corruption.  It further highlights a lack of accountability on the 
part of all parties to the conflict, with evidence of abuses against civilians and misconduct during 
hostilities. Action on the recommendations of the SEMG must be taken. 

 All assistance (short-term and long-term) should be based on needs, account for risks and reflect current 
community and institutional capacities.  Lifesaving assistance must be impartial at all times.  There 
should be strict adherence to conflict sensitivity and ‘do no harm’ approaches across all interventions, 
including within stabilization activities. 

 

Addressing Needs Resilience and Returns. 

The agenda for London 2013 is useful; however it does not speak to all the pressing needs of Somalis. In 
particular, donors must continue to prioritize ensuring adequate, impartial humanitarian aid across the 
country, and especially addressing the pressing humanitarian needs still prevalent in many areas including 
Somaliland and Puntland.  This should be done together with actions to address the underlying causes of 
crises and creating links to recovery and rehabilitation.  Such action is essential if a sustainable peace in 
Somalia is to be achieved.  
 

 Donors should support the forward-looking strategy set out in the three year Consolidated Appeal 
Process (CAP) by committing funding over the life of the strategy.  This will help Somali communities 
address structural crises and build their resilience to future shocks.   



 

 

 The international community should focus on helping the Somali people build their resilience to future 
shocks, by committing more multi-year support for initiatives focusing on livelihoods, basic social 
services, natural resource management, agricultural productivity, and other resilience initiatives. 

Positive developments in Somalia have led to increased rhetoric and action aimed at the return of Somali 
refugees.  The conditions in South Central Somalia however remain extremely volatile and not yet conducive 
for safe and sustainable return.  There is also action on the part of the Federal Government to relocate 
thousands of Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) within the country.  NGOs recommend the following: 
 

 Return must be voluntary, safe and sustainable.   Any move to force return of refugees or IDPs, or make 
conditions in their location of displacement difficult (for example through lack of, or underfunded 
service provision, or negative public rhetoric against them) must be condemned. 

 Governments must not forcibly deport Somali refugees to South and Central Somalia in the absence of 
an objective assessment of the security situation and proper consideration of guidelines on returns. 

 The right of refugees to seek and obtain asylum, including the full respect for the principle of non-
refoulement under international refugee law, must be respected.  There must be full compliance with 
International Humanitarian Law, Refugee Law and Human Rights Law by all actors. 

 An overall lasting  solution for displaced Somalis should ensure adequate security and service provision 

in areas of return/relocation and support for interventions prioritizing a variety of high-value, 

sustainable livelihoods and self-reliance initiatives to help people succeed and rebuild their lives.  

These issues are currently dominating national and international interventions in Somalia.  NGOs reiterate 
the need to effectively address them to achieve the political, security and economic objectives of the 
Somalia Conference. 

 

 Aadamiga Somalia 

 Adeso 

 Amnesty International 

 CARE International 

 CCM Somalia 

 CEFA 

 CISP 

 Concern Worldwide 

 COOPI 

 COSV 

 Danish Refugee Council (DRC) 

 HIJRA 

 Human Rights Watch 

 Integrated Development Focus (IDF) 

 INTERSOS 

 International Rescue Committee (IRC) 

 Kaalo Aid And Development 

 KISIMA 

 Mercy Corps 

 MERLIN 

 Norwegian Church Aid (NCA) Somalia. 

 Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) 

 Oxfam 

 Refugees International 

 Save the Children 

 SHILCON 

 Tearfund 

 VSF-Germany 

 WASDA 

 World Vision 
 


